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2016 Anniversary and Award Honorees
Canine Therapy Corps is predominantly a 
volunteer run organization. Without our 
generous, dedicated volunteer corps, CTC 
could not provide its services to thousands 
of individuals each year. As we celebrate 25 
years of service, we want to thank and 
congratulate all the volunteers who made 
this milestone possible, particularly those 
who are celebrating anniversaries and those 
being recognized for their exemplary 
contributions.
2016 Steve & Polly Grubman Volunteer of 
the Year Award
Canine Therapy Corps’ Young 
Professionals Board

Lindsay Barnett
Corbin Blankenstein*
Justin Burd
Breanne Burich
Jonathon Fixler*
Jennifer Fosser
Spencer Hadelman*
Max Kaplan*
Matt Kowalczyk*
Mike Kowalczyk
Jonathan Meyer*
Eleanor Miz*
Erik Murray*
Emily Nelson*
Laura Nelson
Chris Paloian Fixler
Nina Patel
Shannon Sieck*
Tom Sitz

Will Wagner*
Steve Weiner
* Original YPB Member

Canine Therapy Corps needs a variety of 
volunteers who support the organization 
and its mission. In 2011, at the 
encouragement of a motivated group of 
young professionals with ties to the Board 
of Directors, Canine Therapy Corps 
launched the Young Professionals Board 
(YPB). With a mission of expanding 
exposure and reach among younger 
demographics and raising much needed 
funds for the organization, the YPB 
currently hosts two special events every 
year. 
In five short years, the YPB has become a 
force to be reckoned with. Most notably, the 
YPB is responsible for starting the Black 
and White Gala, which has grown in 
attendance by about 60 percent since its 
inaugural event in 2012. In fact, the Black 
and White Gala has become so successful 
that CTC has adopted it as the 
organization’s signature fundraising benefit.
It is also impressive to note how many 
original YPB members - 11 - are still on the 
Board five years later. The YPB has a very 
high retention rate, and there are even 
instances of siblings and spouses joining in 
the fun. Every year, this big-hearted, 
ambitious, driven, and mostly autonomous 
group exceeds CTC’s expectations. They 
work hard and play hard to fund CTC’s 
programs. Thank you, YPB, for everything 
you do to ensure CTC will be around far 
into the future. Your diligence, enthusiasm, 
and passion is deeply appreciated.

2016 McCarthy Award for Excellence in 
Leadership
Don Blair & Whitney Lingafelter, 
Rehabilitation Institute of Chicago 
Co-Program Leaders
Don Blair and Whitney Lingafelter are the 
incredible program leadership team that 

helps make our program at the 
Rehabilitation Institute of Chicago tick. 
Both behind the scenes and in program on 
Wednesday nights, Don and Whitney can 
be counted on to, among other things, make 
a coherent schedule out of each of the 10+ 
volunteers’ individual availability and coach 
volunteers on how to teach, execute and 
incorporate new behaviors that will support 
patients’ therapeutic goals.
Don was a member of the inaugural group 
of professional program leaders hired in Fall 
2013 when CTC transitioned from 
volunteer-led to professional program 
leadership. As with all of our program 
leaders, co-leading at RIC is Don’s hobby 
job. Full-time (and then some), Don is the 
owner of Canine Intelligence Agency, and 
currently, he spends the majority of his time 
training detection dogs for the Amtrak 
Police Department out of Chicago’s Union 
Station. He also teaches seminars and judges 
competitive events. Don has over 30 years 
of experience in dog training, and CTC is 
grateful to put that to use to further our 
mission.
CTC met Whitney Lingafelter at the 
Rehabilitation Institute of Chicago, where 
she was a recreation therapist and our 
program liaison. While at RIC, Whitney 
took incredible ownership of our program. 
She was so strong that, when CTC lost 
Don’s co-program leader to a schedule 
change in her day job, CTC opted not to fill 
the vacancy. Whitney stepped up to 
collaborate with Don and the volunteers, 
and the program didn’t miss a beat. When 
Whitney changed jobs earlier this year, CTC 
didn’t want to lose her skills or her 
enthusiasm, so we hired her to be the 
co-program leader for our program at RIC.
Both Don and Whitney have given their 
hearts to CTC, the volunteers, RIC, and the 
patients. We deeply appreciate their 
commitment. Thank you for all you do, and 
will do.

continued on page 3

CTC’s Young Professionals Board and 
Host Committee (along with Dani and 
Polly) at the 2016 Black and White Gala
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Kibbles and Bits
We have been fortunate to welcome 12 new 
therapy dog teams to Canine Therapy 
Corps in recent months! In November, 
Claudia Narvaez & Milah, a Chocolate 
Lab, Michelle Johnston & Georgia, a Mini 
Goldendoodle, and Richard Feldman & 
Lulu, a Poodle, passed the certification test. 
Passing the test in January were longtime 
volunteer Becky Bennett & Jae, a Kelpie 
mix, Darcy Goldfarb & Mango, a 
Havanese, Anne Hokin & Minnie, an 
Aussie Doodle, Larry Gordon & 
McKenzie, a Standard Poodle, our very 
own Lawrence Hall Program Leader Chris 
Kreutz & Rudy, a Shih Tzu, and another 
longtime volunteer, Mary Dellorto & Deja, 
a Doberman Pinscher. Deja is Mary’s 10th 
CTC-certified dog! In March, Stephen 
Graves & Teddy, a Shiba Inu, and another 
longtime volunteer, Gail Kaplan & Butter, 
an Irish Wolfhound, joined our ranks. 
Butter is Gail’s second CTC-certified 
therapy dog. Last but certainly not least, 
Carrie Moy & Harvey, a Beagle/Corgi mix, 
joined our ranks in April. Please join us in 
welcoming these fantastic new dog teams to 
Canine Therapy Corps!

Donations
Donations in memory, or in honor of, a special person or pet are always welcome and help us continue providing our 
programs free of charge. Canine Therapy Corps is a 501(c)(3) organization, and your gift is tax exempt to the extent 
permitted by law.

Donations made to Canine Therapy Corps through May 2016:
Foundations and Corporations:
Amazon Smile Foundation
Helen Brach Foundation
Castaways Foundation
FDC Foundation
Grant Healthcare Foundation
Leo S. Guthman Fund
The John R. Houlsby Foundation
IMC Chicago Charitable Foundation
Intermix
Kirkland & Ellis LLP
McMaster-Carr Supply Company
Northwestern University
Pay Pal Giving Fund
Prete Apartments
Ravenswood Health Care Foundation
Daniel F. and Ada L. Rice Foundation
United Airlines Volunteer Impact Group

Gifts:
Lynan Anderson
Gretchen Beetner
Rebecca Bennett 
David & Marge Berg
Gayle & Dennis Blitz
Jon Bomze
Jason Brandenborg
Renton & Mary Brodie
Derek Brust
Breanne Burich
Ellen Carnahan 
Carolyn Chandler
Stephanie Choo
Margaret Connolly
Callie Cozzolino & Louis Greenebaum
Jim & Linda Cozzolino
Laura Coy
Ann & Eric Davidson
Joe & Rosalie Dixler
Matthew & Laura Dominski
Jamie Donovan
Richard Doody
Michael Driver
Richard & Roberta Feldman
Ken & Julie Fixler
Mary & Norm Geller
Jacqueline & Howard Gilbert

Darcy Goldfarb
Gregory Hedges
Katherine & Mark Holloway
Dave & Joy Inverso 
David Joel & Susan Holtzman
Ginnie Johnson
Shannon Lindgren
Michelle Loftus
Clare McDevitt
Kylie McDonald
Sarah M. McDonald
J. Douglas & Theresa McLean
Tomasz Milewski
Cindy Murray
Tena Napolitan
Patricia A. Pelaez
Barbara F. Potter
Gary & Nancy Prior
Megan Rasmussen
Deanna Rattner
Bill & Emily Reedy
Byron Regester
Cole Robertson
Donald Rupert
Barbara & Richard Ruth
Phyllis Schwartz
Andrea Seefeldt
Mary & Michael Semik
Cheri Sheridan
Jack & Heather Silhavy
Connie & Kelly Smith
James Tibensky
United Healthcare Employees
Rae Ann Van Pelt
Nick Vom Brack
John Wagner
Jeffrey & JoAnn Wells
Joan Wiersma
Mike Zalewski

In Honor Of:
Barkley by Jean Theiss
Brady by Jean Theiss
Ann Davidson by Barbara &         

Richard Ruth
Diane Fixler by Kimberly Frankenthal
Judith Keitz by Anthony Pacenti

Lexi by Judith Keitz
Coal Millman by Skip & Michelle 

Rosenmutter
Milo by Anita Holstein
Dane Olson by Nicholas Confer
Dr. Jessica Tartof by Kenneth Tartof

In Memory Of:
Boone by Jeanne Fellowes
Lobo Brightman by M. Diane Brown & 

Kenton Johnson
Colby by Robin Burich
Scotch Cozzolino by Yvonne & David 

Bennett, Tom & Tracy Leach, Patricia 
Morrison, and Connie & Kelly Smith

Max de Boner by Patricia Morrison
Gemma Dellorto by Scott Allen Barber
Derby by Anthony Pacenti
Doris Egmon by Connie & Kelly Smith
Cubby Herman by Mary Hrejsa
Abigail Hollister by Judi Pannhausen
Janette Meyer by Marilyn Ahern, Lori 

Baas, Martin Becker, Margery Coates, 
Susan & Robert Cornis, Kimberly 
Frankenthal, Susanne & Mark 
Gluckman, Tim Hudson & Bethany 
Biesenthal, Jane Kasper, Joseph & 
Kimberly Kesner, Susan Kirshner, 
Richard & Michele Kohn, Nancy & 
Rick Kreiter, Tom & Tracy Leach, 
Carla & Michael Levin, James & 
Margaret Lorr, Dan & Margaret 
Lupiani, Cynthia Melone, Sue & Ric 
Newman, Tobias Senese & Lisa 
Tudisco, Roger & Diane Stein, and 
Marvin & Marlene Wein

Dezi Pfeiffer by Scott Allen Barber
Remy by Cheryl & Jerry Antos
Roxy Ruth by Katherine & Mark 

Holloway
Sally the Pug by Juliet Muccillo & Matt 

Pollack
Bruno Schabes by Brian & Alicia Berg
Payton Singer by Skip & Michelle 

Rosenmutter
Spanky Snyder by Skip & Michelle 

Rosenmutter

Periodically, Canine Therapy Corps is the fortunate beneficiary of estate bequests from individuals who were affiliated with CTC, 
benefitted from our work, or wanted to honor someone who worked diligently on our behalf. These gifts are particularly meaning-
ful, not only because of the significant financial implications, but also because they affirm the impact our work has on people’s lives. 
If you are interested in remembering CTC through such a bequest, or other planned gift, we would love to support you in doing so. 
If you need additional information, please contact Callie Cozzolino (callie@caninetherapycorps.org or 773.404.6467). Thank you!

Claudia Narvaez & Milah Michelle Johnston & Georgia Richard Feldman & Lulu

continued on page 6
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5-Year Volunteers
Natalie Grubman & Polly

Natalie and Polly came to Canine Therapy 
Corps through Natalie’s dad, Steve, for 
whom CTC’s volunteer of the year award is 
named. Steve and Polly passed the test in 
March 2011. They worked in CTC’s goal-
directed program at the Rehabilitation 
Institute of Chicago, as well as in a visitation 
program at Chicago Children’s Advocacy 
Center (CCAC). The program at CCAC was 
Steve’s favorite, and he began spending 
more time there. Steve was diagnosed with 
cancer and died in 2013, but Natalie, one of 
his two lovely daughters, continued taking 
Polly to CCAC. As Steve and Polly were, 
Natalie and Polly are beloved regulars there, 
and they lovingly embody Steve’s legacy. 
Thank you Natalie and Polly for your 
continued service, which both stands 
strongly on its own and honors Steve’s 
memory.

Emily Stoddard, Kayla, & The Dude
Emily came to 
CTC with Kayla 
and The Dude, 
both of whom 
she certified in 
2011. Emily and 
her dogs have 
been fixtures at 
Haymarket 
Center since 
their 
certification, and 
they have 
participated in 
numerous 

outreach events. Emily has immersed 
herself in the CTC culture over the last five 

years. She is a certification test evaluator 
and one of the co-program leaders at 
Haymarket Center. In 2014, when she was 
the co-program leader at Lawrence Hall, 
Emily and Aimee Schneider were presented 
with the McCarthy Award for Excellence in 
Leadership. Chocolate Labrador Retriever 
Kayla is renowned for her impressive tricks 
repertoire, which includes rolling herself up 
in a blanket and recycling bottles and cans, 
while Bassett Hound The Dude is renowned 
for his agility skills (Have you ever seen a 
Bassett Hound do agility? You should!).

10-Year Volunteers
Eowyn Ford

Eowyn has worn nearly every hat there is to 
wear during her 10 dedicated years with 
Canine Therapy Corps. Although she has 
not yet certified her own therapy dog, she 
handled a dog in program at Haymarket 
Center for 5+ years. Black standard poodle 
Dakota was her guy, and she also handled 
Scotch for a couple of sessions. When 
Dakota retired, Eowyn became the 
co-program leader at Haymarket Center, 
where she led and managed CTC’s animal-
assisted therapy curriculum. In 2012, 
Eowyn joined the Board of Directors. 
During her tenure, Eowyn has done it ALL 
- working in programs, leading and 
handling dogs, fundraising, and governance. 
Eowyn has been committed to seeing CTC 
grow and thrive. She has selflessly stepped 
into every role needed and made 
meaningful contributions at each level. 
Thank you, Eowyn, for staying with us and 
stepping up each time we had a new 
opportunity for you. To say it is deeply 
appreciated is an understatement.

Melissa Kelly
In spite of being a former Volunteer of the 
Year award winner, Melissa is not fond of 
having praise heaped on her, no matter how 
well deserved. For the last 10 years, Melissa 
has helped CTC in a variety of capacities. 
Melissa’s contributions are far too vast to 
list. She volunteers in practice and test 
sessions, has designed and helped us 
implement program evaluation measures, 
co-authored published articles, co-presented 
poster presentations, helped migrate us to 
new software systems, and she even comes 
to the CTC office to enter all of CTC’s 
volunteer hours. Melissa is not simply a jack 
of all trades, she masters everything she puts 
her hands on. Even though she mostly 
works behind the scenes, everyone who 
cares about CTC owes Melissa a debt of 
thanks. Inevitably, something she has done 
for CTC has benefitted you. Thank you, 
Melissa.

2016 Anniversary Honorees cont. from page 1

Andrea, Polly, Josh, Annette, Natalie, and 
Erica Grubman at Unleashed 2013

Eowyn and Matt Ford at the 2016 Black + 
White Gala

Emily Stoddard, Kayla,  
& Dude

Upcoming Certification 
Sessions
Has our newsletter inspired you to see if 
you dog might enjoy being a CTC 
therapy dog? You’re in luck! We have 
several more certification sessions 
coming up this year. CTC will be hosting 
a therapy dog prep class on Monday 
evenings July 25 – August 15, leading up 
to our next testing session on August 13 
& 20. And we will have another prep 
class session October 24 – November 14, 
leading up to the certification session on 
November 12 & 19. For more 
information and to sign up, please 
contact ann@caninetherapycorps. We 
hope to see you there!
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In Memoriam
Amanda 
Mantilla passed 
away after a 
courageous, four-
year battle with 
osteosarcoma. 
Amanda began 
volunteering with 
CTC as a 
teenager, 
alongside her 
mom Birgit, who 
certified her first 
dog in 2007. 

Amanda participated in CTC outreach 
events and programming at Rice Child & 
Family Center, Heartland Alliance, a 
program she was particularly fond of, and 
Northwestern Memorial Hospital. Amanda 
earned her Bachelor’s Degree at University 
of Illinois at Chicago. After her cancer 
diagnosis, she decided to pursue a career in 
social work and enrolled in a Master’s 
Degree program at UIC. Despite her stage 
IV diagnosis, Amanda’s kindness, 
compassion, and selflessness shined through 
to the end. She continued to think of others 
first and never complained despite her 
cancer’s unrelenting progression.

Wendi Mancini 
passed away after 
a vibrant life. 
During her time 
as a CTC 
volunteer, Wendi 
was a fixture at 
practice and test 
sessions and 
social functions. 
Wendi had the 
most outgoing, 
colorful, 
charismatic 

personality, and she was loved by many at 
CTC and beyond. Wendi could always be 
counted on for her humor, wit, and warmth. 
She was a force of nature. Even after she was 
through volunteering, Wendi kept CTC in 
mind, mailing us interesting dog-related 
articles annotated with her clever 
commentary.
Bebe persevered over a rough start in life to 
find her calling as a therapy dog. 
Unfortunately, her career was cut short 
when she was diagnosed with a terminal 
illness within months of certification in May 

2015. Bebe was a 
senior dog who 
earned her 
certification at the 
ripe age of 11, but 
her age was 
merely a number. 
She was an 
amazing therapy 
dog with plenty of 
energy, 
enthusiasm, and 
love to share. She 

and her owner and handler Nicole Goode 
made the most of Bebe’s time with CTC by 
participating in outreach events. Nicole 
recently adopted a new dog, Breslin, and she 
is already training for the test. She has big 
shoes to fill.

Bernard passed 
away after a 
lengthy battle 
with cancer. 
Bernard passed 
CTC’s 
certification test 
in March 2010 
alongside one of 
his owners and 

handlers, Ben Raatz. Bernard, Ben, and 
Ben’s wife Hayley worked at the 
Rehabilitation Institute of Chicago until 
Bernard’s diagnosis in 2014. Bernard’s large 
stature belied a gentle and sweet personality 
and great sense of humor. At RIC, kids and 
adults alike loved Bernard, and Bernard 
loved them. Commanding a dog as large, 
but gentle, as Bernard gave patients 
confidence, something many of them were 
lacking. Bernard was beloved by his family, 
Ben, Hayley, human “brother” Etienne, 
canine “brother” Parker, and two kitty 

“siblings.”
Ears flying, 
mouth open with 
excitement, 
entering a tunnel 
or jumping a 
hurdle at a 
patient’s 
command—that 
is the way people 

who knew Bonnie Blue remember her. 
Bonnie loved being a therapy dog. She knew 
when to start nagging for her vest, and the 
closer to the Rehabilitation Institute of 

Chicago she got, the greater her excitement. 
Bonnie was a mix; people guessed 
everything from setter to husky, but nobody 
could miss those blue eyes. Bonnie proudly 
spent two sessions at Rice Child and Family 
Center and seven years at RIC. In 2011, a 
spindly tumor around her spine cost Bonnie 
the use of her back legs, and she became 
incontinent, so she had to leave hospital 
work. Nonetheless, she still did her therapy 
“thing” elsewhere for three years, racing 
about in her doggy wheels. Bonnie was 
beautiful, intelligent, brave in her infirmity, 
loving and loved, and a gift to her owner 
and handler Barbara Burns and all who 
knew her. What an emptiness she has left.

Dakota was a 
beautiful, sweet 
black standard 
poodle with an 
enormous head, 
which he used to 
nuzzle the people 
he worked with. 
He was cherished 
by owner and 

handler Bunny Wagner, handler Eowyn 
Ford, “sister” Zoe, also a CTC therapy dog, 
as well as all the participants he worked 
with over the years. During his career, 
Dakota worked at Haymarket Center and 
Easter Seals Autism Therapeutic School. He 
passed the test on the first try in January 
2006. Dakota was smart, kind, and sensitive. 
Although his size could be intimidating, all 
he wanted was love and attention, and he 
could always be counted on to reciprocate 
in kind.

Max would 
always let out a 
few barks upon 
entry into his 
program at 
Haymarket 
Center. It was as if 
he was 
announcing his 
arrival. The 

participants enjoyed his colorful personality 
and adoration. He was the constant 
companion of his owner and handler Pat 
Morrison, who adopted him from PAWS as 
a puppy. Max passed the test on his first 
attempt in January 2008. Max was an ardent 
sports fan who supported Chicago’s 
hometown teams and was known for his 

Amanda Mantilla & 
Olive

Wendi Mancini 
Courtesy of Susan Klein 
Bagdade

Bebe and Nicole Goode

Bernard

Bonnie Blue

Dakota

Max
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good luck charms, which helped turn games 
around more than once.

Max had a crowd pleasing skill that he 
loved to show off when he worked at the 
Rehabilitation Institute of Chicago. Max’s 
owner and handler David Zemon would 

pull the agility tunnel tight, and Max would 
jump OVER it. He sailed so high and so 
gracefully that you couldn’t help but smile. 
Everyone loved it! That said, Max was an 
all-around lovely, friendly, and loyal dog. 
When David and his wife Betsy’s family 
increased by one bouncing baby boy named 
Matan, Max was happy to have a new 
buddy. Max enjoyed frolicking around the 
yard at his retirement home in Highland 
Park after a long life in the city. 
Scotch was the first “pit bull” CTC ever 
certified. She passed the certification test on 
the first try. Scotch began her career at 
Somerset Place, but also worked at 
Haymarket Center and countless outreach 
events. Scotch was known for her effusive 
friendliness. At Somerset Place, she would 

greet each 
participant 
individually. 
Scotch altered the 
trajectory of her 
mom Callie 
Cozzolino’s life, 
turning a lifelong 
love of dogs into a 
fulfilling career as 
CTC’s Executive 
Director. Scotch 

was also responsible for getting Callie’s 
husband Louie Greenebaum involved at 
CTC. In retirement, Scotch proudly chaired 
CTC’s office greeting committee and did 
some acting. She is succeeded by her two 
therapy dog “siblings” Rou and Swindle.

In Memoriam, cont.

Scotch

Loyola University Chicago’s Quinlan School 
of Business, based just west of the 
Magnificent Mile and Water Tower in down-
town Chicago, is one of this city’s many 
renowned universities. Canine Therapy 
Corps has been fortunate to partner with this 
reputable institution on several initiatives 
recently, designed to help students reduce 
stress and further their educational goals.
Our relationship with Loyola University 
rekindled by new volunteer, Katherine Sredl, 
who certified her dog Winston in June 2015. 
Professor Sredl (Adjunct Instructor at 
Quinlan) teaches a marketing class at the 
university, and was very interested in finding 
ways to merge her professional career with 
her volunteering passion. Happy to seek out 
outreach opportunities which our wonderful 
volunteers are interested in, Canine Therapy 
Corps reached out to the university to find 
out if they were interested in hosting a thera-
py dog de-stress event. Loyola’s Quinlan 
Ambassadors, a student group that serves as 
a resource for business students as well as a 
representative for the school, hosted an exam 
week de-stress event featuring Canine 
Therapy Corps therapy dogs during the win-
ter 2015 final exam period. Approximately 
150 students attended, and the event was so 
well-received, our dogs were asked to return 
for spring 2016 final exams!
In addition, Professor Sredl’s Marketing 201 
class features a group project in which stu-
dents write up a marketing strategy for a 
company or organization. Further strength-

ening our partnership with Loyola, Professor 
Sredl elected to have the class analyze the 
marketing strategy of Canine Therapy Corps! 
Canine Therapy Corps’ Operations Manager 
Ann Davidson gave a short presentation on 
our organization’s strengths, challenges, and 
areas of opportunity, and fielded questions 
from the class. She returned at the end of the 
semester to hear the students’ presentations, 
and their strategies were very well formulat-
ed and interesting! Ideas ranged from social 
media plans and website updates, to advertis-
ing and business partnerships. It was truly an 
eye opening experience to hear outsiders’ 
perspectives on how to make Canine 
Therapy Corps stronger, and as you may 
have noticed from our increased social 
media presence, we are already putting some 
of their great ideas into practice!
Another chance connection gave our therapy 
dogs a third opportunity to work with Loyola 
University students. Three Loyola graduate 
students approached Safe Humane Chicago 
about creating a pro bono video to promote 
adoption of dogs from their Court Case Dog 
program. Executive Director Callie 
Cozzolino’s CTC-certified therapy dog 
Swindle happens to have come from this pro-
gram, and they decided to focus on his story. 
The video shows Swindle’s transition from a 
neglectful situation, through his time at 
Chicago Animal Care and Control, and leads 
to his eventual adoption. The voiceover and 
portions of the video are from Swindle’s per-
spective, and describe in heartbreaking detail 

his transition from a life threatening situa-
tion, to finding his new home and giving 
back to the community through Canine 
Therapy Corps. While all of Canine Therapy 
Corps’ dogs are special in their own way, 
Swindle’s rocky road to recovery often reso-
nates deeply with our psychosocial partici-
pants in particular, many of whom have also 
suffered abuse at the hands of the very peo-
ple who should have protected them. Seeing 
how Swindle was able to trust humans again 
and even reaches out and help them through 
his therapy work inspires others to learn 
from his example. You can check out the 
video here: bit.ly/CTCswindle 
We’re so fortunate to have had the opportu-
nity to partner with Loyola University and its 
students on these impactful projects this 
year, and look forward to continuing this 
fruitful relationship in the future!

Loyola University Goes to the Dogs By Ann Davidson

Max and David Zemon

Loyola University Chicago Adjunct Instructor, 
Professor Katherine Sredl (right) and her 
therapy dog Winston help students reduce 
stress during winter 2015 final exams at the 
university’s new Schreiber Center.
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Kibbles & Bits continued from page 2

Several new human volunteers have also 
joined us recently. Kathleen Kaysen, Mary 
O’Connor, and Sarra Osbourne were 
recently oriented and currently assist with 
our certification sessions. Max Sprague has 
joined us as an office volunteer and is 
currently handling our social media 
platforms. Please join me in thanking these 
wonderful humans for their time and effort!
We are also tickled to welcome two new 
program leaders to our ranks. Whitney 
Lingafelter is our new co-program leader at 
the Rehabilitation Institute of Chicago. 
Corinne LaCroix, a spring graduate of 
Rosalind Franklin University of Medicine 
and Science with a Doctorate of Physical 
Therapy (congratulations) recently joined us 
as a co-program leader at Swedish Covenant 
Hospital. Welcome aboard, Whitney and 
Corinne! 
As you may know, Canine Therapy Corps 
regularly hosts outreach and educational 
events around the city, in addition to our 
regular programming. We have been very 
busy over the past several months with 
many universities holding final exams 
which students need stress relief from!
NOVEMBER: The School of the Art 
Institute of Chicago of Chicago invited 
Executive Director Callie Cozzolino to 
speak during a seminar on “Creature 
Comforts” and was joined by volunteers 
Lori Schneider & Sedona, Janet Courter 
& Tucker, Alyssa Cunningham & Aliyah, 
and Donna Glassman & Emma Rose. 
Katherine Sredl & Winston helped 
students de-stress during exams at Loyola 
University, while Sydney Steverson & 
Bentley and Alexis Hubbard & Tory did 
the same at Roosevelt University. 

DECEMBER: Operations Manager Ann 
Davidson spoke to a Girl Scouts Cadette 
Troop at Haven Middle School about CTC 
and animal-assisted therapy. Jerry 
Kirkpatrick & Dude, Sara Bomze & 
Bentley, and Alyssa Cunningham & 
Aliyah helped medical students get through 
their exams at Northwestern University. 
Janet Courter & Tucker, Sydney 
Steverson & Bentley, Michelle Johnston & 
Georgia, and Jerry Kirkpatrick & Dude 
helped undergraduates reduce stress during 
finals at Columbia College Library. Sara 
Bomze & Bentley gave staff at Rush 
University Medical Center a break from 
their busy day at their “Pet Pause” staff 
de-stress event. Gayle Blitz & Rudy and 
Alyssa Cunningham & Aliyah wowed 
guests at a Kendra Scott fundraising event.
FEBRUARY: Michelle Johnston & 
Georgia, Darcy Goldfarb & Mango, and 
Jerry Kirkpatrick & Dude helped DePaul 
University theater students reduce stress 
during finals. Ann Davidson & Rocko and 
Anne Hokin & Minnie returned to Rush 

University Medical Center for their Pet 
Pause staff de-stress event, and were 
featured in an article and video by the 
Associated Press!
MARCH: Darcy Goldfarb & Mango 
returned to Rush University Medical Center. 
Callie Cozzolino gave a speech to the 
Chicago Bar Association’s Animal Law 
Committee, with help from Gayle Blitz & 
Rudy. Sydney Steverson & Bentley visited 
with low-income senior citizens at Prete 
Apartments. In an event coordinated by 
Inspiration Corporation, Janet Courter & 
Tucker and Jennifer Fosser & Dani 
facilitated some socializing and community 
building among the residents of Wilson 
Men’s Hotel. The organizer of this event 
said: “I cannot tell you what it meant to the 
men to interact with such loving beings….I 
have never seen the folks interact with each 
other as much as I did yesterday.”
APRIL: Lori Schneider & Sedona, Anne 
Hokin & Minnie, Jerry Kirkpatrick & 
Dude, and Janet Courter & Tucker 
stopped by a graduate student appreciation 
event at Northwestern University. Lori 
Schneider & Jelly and Jerry Kirkpatrick & 
Dude participated in the “Doggypalooza” 
de-stress event at the University of Illinois 
Chicago. Alyssa Cunningham & Aliyah 
helped students reduce exam week anxiety 
at Roosevelt University, while Katherine 
Sredl & Winston and Caroline Bodnar & 
Louie did the same at Loyola University. 
Genevieve Bookwalter & Stitches made a 
weekend visit to the residential students of 
Sonia Shankman Orthogenic School. Board 
member Julie Muccillo along with Callie 
Cozzolino, as well as therapy dogs Rou & 

Becky Bennett & Jae Darcy Goldfarb & Mango Anne Hokin & Minnie

Larry Gordon & McKenzie Chris Kreutz & Rudy Mary Dellorto & Deja
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Swindle, spoke to the Notre Dame 
Executive Business Council. Sara Bomze & 
Bentley, Alyssa Cunningham & Aliyah, 
and Mike Driver returned to Rush 
University Medical Center for another Pet 
Pause event. Ann Davidson & Rocko 
spoke to an occupational therapy group at 
the University of Illinois Chicago. Lori 
Schneider & Jelly and Eileen Fitzsimmons 
& Sedona participated in “Take Your 
Children to Work Day” at Northwestern 
Memorial Hospital, and were a big hit with 
the kids! Finally, Max Sprague & The 
Dude, Emily Stoddard & Kayla and 
Andrea Freedberg & Petey stopped by the 
School of the Art Institute of Chicago to 

help students reduce stress during finals. 
MAY: Genevieve Bookwalter & Stitches, 
Jerry Kirkpatrick & Dude, and Becky 
Bennett & Jae returned to Columbia 
College Library to help students de-stress 
during final exams. Lori Schneider & Jelly 
and Eileen Fitzsimmons & Sedona 
returned to Northwestern Memorial 
Hospital for their Nursing Fair. Ann 
Davidson & Rocko and Callie Cozzolino 
& Swindle stopped by University Center, a 
student housing facility for multiple 
universities, to help students de-stress 
during finals. Sara Bomze & Bentley 
showed their appreciation for the 
hardworking nurses at Mercy Hospital and 

Medical Center. Sydney Steverson & 
Bentley and Lori Schneider & Sedona 
helped soon-to-be-graduates reduce anxiety 
at Chicago Academy for the Arts. Ann 
Davidson & Rocko returned to the DePaul 
University campus to calm students’ anxiety 
during final exams. 
Last, but far from least, congratulations to:
Volunteer Bill Lennon and Mary Cappellini 
on their engagement
Board member Britt Whitfield and her 
partner Jacqui Scott on the birth and 
adoption of their son Cal
YPB member Max Kaplan and Rachel 
Gellar on their wedding
Volunteer Magda Wojtowicz and her 
husband Tomek on the birth of daughter 
Marlena
YPB member Eleanor Tushman and Alec 
Miz on their wedding
Volunteer Claudia Narvaez and her 
husband Jhon Vasquez on the birth of their 
son Maximilian
Volunteer Matt Dalle Molle and Katie Post 
on their wedding
Volunteer Candice Olsen and her husband 
Kyle on the birth and adoption of their 
daughters Athena and Anastasia

Kibbles & Bits continued from page 6

Stephen Graves & Teddy Gail Kaplan & Butter Carrie Moy & Harvey

On Saturday, February 27, Canine Therapy 
Corps’ Young Professionals Board hosted 
their fifth Gala fundraising event, and it 
lived up to the high bar this group has set 
for themselves! In retrospect everything 
seemed to be in our favor, from the 
unseasonably warm weather, to a 
catastrophic flood weeks before the event 
which resulted in the venue being changed 
from Revel Downtown to Revel Fulton 
Market, a more spacious and car-friendly 
location. Even what at first seemed to be 
bad news turned out in our favor! 
Over 400 CTC supporters came out to 
celebrate a fantastic evening, featuring 
delicious food, a lively dance floor, and, of 
course, the stars of the show: our amazing 
therapy dogs! The Beard Bros. Celebrity 
Food Cart, BlackFinn Pub, and Northern 

Lights Deli all donated delicious samples of 
their amazing food for guests to nosh on, 
including mac-n-cheese, smoked meat 
sliders, poutine, and mini donuts, all while 
sipping Lagunitas craft beer and cocktails 
from the open bar.  As has become 
tradition, the night ended with indulgent 
frozen cheesecake bars from JR Dessert 
Bakery. 
In addition to live DJ Edwin Morales who 
got everyone’s feet moving, attendees also 
entertained themselves with a photo booth, 
complete with props, to capture their 
memories of the event. The 13 therapy dogs 
in attendance wowed the crowd with tricks 
and snuggles. The Kendra Scott mystery 
boxes were a big hit, as was the silent 
auction, where guests bid on items 
including sports tickets and memorabilia, 

original artwork, dog-themed packages, spa 
services, gym memberships, VIP 
experiences, and much more!

Stars Align for Young Professionals Board 5th Annual Black & White Gala 
By Ann Davidson

Guests, including Gregg, Michelle, and 
Prada Schwartz, enjoy snapping photos in 
the Fotio photo booth.
Courtesy of Fotio 

continued on page 8
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Tell Us Your Canine Therapy Corps Stories!
Has Canine Therapy Corps touched your life in some tangible way? Have you had personal 
experience working or volunteering with our therapy dogs? We want to hear from you! We would love 
to share your stories. The Canine Therapy Corps office started a collection of anecdotes about how 
our therapy dogs and volunteer work have impacted people’s lives. If you have a story to share, 
please call 773.404.6467 or e-mail info@caninetherapycorps.org. We look forward to speaking with 
you soon!

The event generated over $67,000 in net 
proceeds for CTC, and we can’t thank this 
amazing group of young professionals 
enough for their hard work! The YPB is 
already in the process of planning the 2017 
event, which will no doubt be even bigger 
and better. Please contact YPBoard@
caninetherapycorps.org if you are interested 
in helping out!
Many thanks to our generous sponsors:
101.9 F.M. The Mix
The 1111 Foundation
Advocate Children’s Hospital
Barnett Capital Ltd.
Beard Bros. Celebrity Food Cart
BDO
Black Finn Pub
Barbara and Jon Brightman
Lori Chacos and Hal Turner

Chicago Children’s Advocacy Center
Eowyn and Matt Ford
Frankenthal Foundation
Noelle Gaffney
Dr. Majorie Getz and Dr. David Sheftel
The Gore Family
Carrie and Laurence Grant
Tim Hudson and Bethany Biesenthal
JR Dessert Bakery
Kendra Scott
Kraus Family Foundation
Lagunitas Brewing Company
Launch Digital Marketing
Medline
Julie Muccillo and Matt Pollack
Mullooly Carey Foundation
Northern Lights Deli
Northwestern Medicine
Chris Paloian-Fixler Real Estate
Rehabilitation Institute of Chicago

Revel Fulton Market
Rockit Ranch
Danny Romano
Amanda Sonneborn and Peter Malecki
Trabert & Hoeffer
Vision Integrated Graphics Group
Lisa Wiersma

Black & White Gala, cont. from page 7

Guests snuggled with therapy dogs 
throughout the evening.  
Courtesy of Dave Kreutz


